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Until recently, international criminal law has largely ignored crimes committed against 
the environment and maintained a highly anthropocentric approach. Under the Rome 
Statute, there is only one environment-specific war crime provision applicable in the 
context of international armed conflicts. Moreover, despite its 2016 policy paper stating 
that environmental crimes are among its priorities, the Office of the Prosecutor of the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) appears not to have given precedence to investigations 
and prosecutions of such crimes. On 16 February, however, the Office of the ICC Prosecutor 
launched a public consultation on a new policy initiative to advance accountability for 
environmental crimes under the Rome Statute. While this is a step forward in ‘advanc-[ing] 
accountability for environmental crimes under the Rome Statute’, it focuses on crimes 
within the ICC jurisdiction that have been committed by means of, or have resulted in, 
environmental damage. As such, it does not provide for the possibility of including a fifth 
independent category of crimes prohibiting ‘severe and either widespread or long-term 
damage to the natural environment’ as such, namely ecocide.

This IHL Talk will explore various issues related to the prosecution of ecocide and other 
environmental crimes. In particular, it will discuss whether such crimes could be prosecuted 
within the existing framework of international criminal law and whether a new category 
of international crimes that departs from the prevailing anthropocentric approach would 
bring added value. It will further examine how domestic regulations and prosecutions, but 
also civil society initiatives such as people’s tribunals, could be considered as more efficient 
alternatives. Finally, this Talk will question the extent to which the technical skills required 
to effectively investigate those crimes are in practice hampering their prosecution.
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